Shane McGuigan follows in his father’s footsteps  …………

[image: image1.jpg]



[image: image2.jpg]



When I was 16 I phoned up Dad and told him straight, 'I want to box', and there was just this silence at the end of the phone. He wasn’t happy. He told me to think about it. The next time I went home I told him I was serious."

Barry reluctantly agreed to take his son to Aylesham Boxing Club near Canterbury, thinking a sparring session with a tough lad who’d boxed since he was 12 would put him off. But it didn’t.

"Shane got in the ring with this very tough lad and immediately got a bloodied nose," says Barry. "I thought 'Right, this is interesting. This will tell me if he’s really got what it takes.'

"Shane was furious at having been hit and when he got back in the ring he hammered the other guy. That told me all I needed to know. I would have given anything not see my son with blood pouring from his nose but he does have talent. He fights a bit like me but more than that he trains very hard and is totally committed. The McGuigans are hard grafters. It’s in our blood."

While Barry helps coach his son, now a member of the Aylesham club, Shane is also being trained by assistant national coach Lee Pullen.

Shane McGuigan has followed in the footsteps of his accomplished father Barry to win his first senior amateur Ulster title at 147lbs (welterweight) at the first attempt, the 19 year-old defeating southpaw Cathal McCauley in a thrilling four-round bout at the Andersonstown Leisure Centre, Belfast. McGuigan ended victorious 26-14. 
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The family tradition has stayed intact exactly 30 years after McGuigan Snr won the Ulster bantamweight title at the age of 17, and went on to become the WBA featherweight champion of the world, and one of the most popular British boxers of all time. 

McGuigan Snr said: "I'm really proud of what Shane has achieved, he boxed really well." 

