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My name is Helen Parkhurst and I am the full time youth worker at Aylesham youth club. The first question I get asked is how long am I here for and if you are wondering, the answer to that I plan to be here for at least a few years - unless the young people & their families vote me out before then! I have been a youth & community worker in East Kent since 1999 and have previously worked in youth clubs, schools, specialist support projects, on detached projects and in community education. I am now looking forward to working with the local community to provide excellent opportunities and facilities for local young people and their families.
 
Aylesham youth club is currently open Monday, Wednesday & Thursday from 6.30 – 9pm where we have various sports going on, coffee bar, arts, TV, and youth workers available to chat with young people about anything they want. Currently we have a sexual health drop-in clinic here on Tuesdays from 3.30 – 5.30 and after this run a group for girls aged 11–12years, please contact us if you would like details on either of these.
 
We are looking to provide further trips, activities and holiday programmes for young people and hope that much of the ideas and inspiration for these will come from the community itself – we would like to set up a Youth Council at the Youth Centre to organise & plan events, help in the coffee bar, support staff in fundraising and re-establish centre rules. We welcome hearing from any young person aged 13 – 19 who would be interested in being part of this. 
 
As many of you know, we also support the youth work delivery at Elvington and hope to get this back up and running very soon, although how we do this may be different from the previous format. We are also holding an open day on Friday 4th June from 1 – 5pm for young people and community members to come in and try some activities or pay a small contribution for specialist activities.
 
I would also like to remind you all that we are a large community venue with both sports and quiet spaces. We currently do not have any day-time user groups, which seems a shame as we are willing to welcome members of the community and can rent spaces out for a variety of events for a small fee (aprox £25 p/hr, negotiable). 
 
We have plans to improve the centre and while the young people will take a lead on some of this, I am keen to meet anyone who would be interested in helping us either financially or by way of volunteering – plans include basic maintenance, re-decorating, tidying the site and helping out with summer trips and activities.
